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NON-DISCRIMINATION POLICY FOR FREEPORT AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

Freeport Area School District is an equal opportunity educational institution and 
will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age 
or any other legally protected classification, in its activities, programs, or 
employment practices in accordance with federal and state laws, including Title IX 
of the Education Amendments of 1972, and Section 503 and 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 

 
 

For information regarding civil rights or grievance procedures contact: 
Mr. Ian M. Magness, Title IX and Section 503 and 504 Coordinator, 

Freeport Area School District, 621 South Pike Road, Sarver, PA  16055 
724-295-5141 

 
 

For information regarding services, activities, and facilities 
that are accessible and usable by disabled persons, contact: 

Mr. Larry P. Robb, Program Director, 
Freeport Area School District, 621 South Pike Road, Sarver, PA  16055 

724-295-5141 
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The Freeport Area School District Board of Education 
has adopted Courses of Study, which have been 
developed and designed to meet the needs and 
objectives of our youth.  It is hoped that through the 
utilization of this booklet, and under the guidance of 
the counselor, each Freeport Middle School student 
will be aided in planning an appropriate and realistic 
school program. 
 
In the scheduling of classes at the Middle School, each 
schedule is “tailored” to the child’s individual needs and 
objectives in life.  Current and past grades, PSSA test 
scores, ability level, aptitude, teacher comments and 
recommendations, and counselor observations are all 
reviewed prior to finalizing the student’s schedule. 
 
 Students will complete course selection sheets and 
review them with their parents for approval and 
signatures.  Parents are urged to call or consult with the 
elementary or middle school counselor if questions 
arise.  Thus, the preparation of each student’s schedule 
receives individual consideration based upon proper 
guidance and cooperation between the school and 
home. 
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Welcome students! 
 
The changes that take place during middle school make for an exciting time 

for you.  It means that you are growing physically, mentally and emotionally 

at a very rapid pace.  With every new experience, however, feelings of 

uncertainty and confusion may surface. 

 

This booklet is an attempt to reassure you, and to let you know, that the staff 

and faculty of our school are here to make this a genuinely positive 

experience.  General information about the middle school is contained in this 

booklet as well as specific information about the courses that you will take. 

 

I encourage you, both student and parents, to involve yourselves in everything 

the school has to offer.  Your time here will go far too fast. 

 
        

Mr. Donald Dell 

       Principal 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Our Building 
The school year of 2017-2018 will be the third year grades 6 through 8 will be housed together at 
629 South Pike Road in Sarver.  The building consists of classrooms, a library, a cafeteria, offices, a 
gymnasium, auditorium and many more features that we hope will enhance the educational process for 
all of our students.  
 
Our goal is to keep this new learning center a place to be proud of for many years to come.  Therefore, 
we ask for everyone’s cooperation in keeping our building in top shape and helping to make it a place 
that you are proud to attend. 
 
Assembly Programs 
At various times throughout the year programs of a cultural, entertaining and educational nature are 
presented in the school auditorium for the entire student body.  Some of the issues addressed are 
bullying, good-decision making, HIV, drugs, alcohol, domestic violence and school violence.  In addition, 
concerts, plays and movies are presented for your enjoyment and to supplement your school learning.        
 
School Counseling Program 
Freeport Area Middle School has an active and comprehensive school counseling program.   The purpose 
of the program is to assist all students in the areas of academic, personal/social, and career growth and 
development.  Additionally, the program encourages the progression of decision making and problem 
solving skills that will prepare each student for lifelong learning.  The program offers support to our 
students through observation, consultation, short term and solution-focused individual counseling, as 
well as small group counseling.  Information is also available to students and parents on referral services 
for concerns of a more serious nature. 
 
The School Counseling program includes a career unit for 8th grade students that focuses on an 
understanding of self and the world of work.  Self-help, career information is located in the Counseling 
office, and a software program called “Choices Explorer” is available for student use in the 
library/computer labs.  Students are welcome to visit the Counselor’s Office at any time. 
 
The Special Education Program 
Freeport Area Middle School provides a program of study for students with exceptionalities.  These 
classes are maintained with the cooperation of Freeport Area School District and the ARIN IU, following 
all State and Federal guidelines.  These classes are designed and implemented on the local level under 
the premise of the “Least Restrictive Environment” to help each student reach the maximum of his or 
her potential.  All classes are geared to meet the needs and learning abilities of each student.  A full 
range of classes, curriculum, and strategies are offered covering all academic areas.  Regular as well as 
modified curriculum is used.  Inclusion classes are designed and maintained to accommodate learning 
strategies and modifications under supervision within the regular classroom setting.  The Middle School 
has established a transitional program that blends the elementary experience with preparatory skills for 
High School. 
 
Academic Advisory Program 
This program is part of the instructional support at the Middle School.  Each student is assigned a 
teacher/advisor who will meet with the student in a group setting once a week.  Each advisor has an 
average of 12 or 13 students on his or her “team.”  During that meeting, the advisor will privately 
discuss with each student his or her grades; and to the group will teach study and organizational skills, 
topics of importance such as bullying, peer pressure, etc.  A top priority in organizational skills is the 
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student’s Homework Assignment Journal.  The advisor will monitor homework assignments, which the 
students are to have in the journal, and students are encouraged to track their grades.  Students are to 
have the Assignment Journal available for parents to check daily and parents are asked to sign the 
journal in preparation for the weekly Advisory Group meeting. 
 
Student/Parent Handbook and Student Assignment Journal 
The Middle School Handbook is available online through the InfoSnap site.  The handbook contains all 
the rules and regulations, discipline policies, dress code, and all other information which all students and 
parents need to know.  Both parents and students should read it carefully and discuss the contents.   
Students and parents are asked to electronically sign via the InfoSnap site at the beginning of each 
year confirming that they have read the handbook and understand these rules and regulations. 
 
Student Assignment Journals will be passed out at orientation and/or the first day of school. The 
Assignment Journal is to be kept up-to-date with grades and assignments by the student.  Parents are 
asked to sign the Assignment Journal prior to Advisory Group Meetings held every Friday morning. 
 
Organizations and Activities 
In order to provide you with social contacts and promote cooperation among the students and teachers, 
the Middle School offers a variety of activities including sports, concerts, plays, and assemblies.   
 
We have a Winter Games Day before Christmas holiday break during school time.  Volleyball intramurals 
begin in mid-February as an after school activity as well as a Middle School dramatics production with 
after school rehearsals.  In addition, an end of year Games Day may be held as a reward for hard work 
and behavior at the end of the year.  

  
Library Learning Center 
Our library has a collection of more than 9,000 volumes.  There are ten computer stations and 25 
laptops, and 25 iPads in a floating lab that are networked within the district and allow the students to 
research subjects using modern technology-by navigating the Internet and accessing CD Rom sources.  
The middle school library is a member of the ACCESS PA/ACCESS POWER LIBRARY.  This membership 
enables our students to view the catalogs of over 2,700 school, public, academic and specialty libraries 
across the state.  This database includes over 35 million records with unique titles.  Students may 
borrow from these libraries through inter-library loan.  This membership also allows our students to use 
the ACCESS POWER LIBRARY subscription only databases - Periodical and Reference Database, the Gale 
Group Contemporary Author Series and Scribner’s Writer’s Series, Sirs Discoverer, which includes an 
atlas, an almanac, an encyclopedia, a dictionary, and a picture file, Grove’s Dictionaries, which has topics 
relating to music, art, astronomy, astrophysics, and the life sciences, and the AP/Accunet Multimedia 
Archive, a new wire service where students can find historical and current photographs. 
 
The librarian instructs the students in the use of ACCESS PA, the technology of the library learning 
center, and other information retrieval skills.  This instruction is included as part of the 7th grade 
computer and/or reading classes.  Skills are reinforced by hands-on individual and group projects 
involving all areas of the curriculum. 
 
Student Council 
The student council is the official arm of the student body with the purpose of promoting harmonious 
relationships with their peers and between students and staff.  Members of the student council include 
the following: 

• Representatives elected at the beginning of the school year. 
• The faculty sponsor and the principal 
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A student seeking membership in student council must remain academically eligible throughout the 
school year and consistently maintain a good behavioral standing. 
 
Athletics 
Students have the opportunity to participate in various sports.  Boys may play football in both 7th and 8th 
grade.  Girls may try out for volleyball in both 7th and 8th grade.  Boys and girls in 7th and 8th grade may 
also participate in basketball.   All students are welcome to participate in intramural volleyball.  ALL 
students must be academically eligible to participate in any sport, both competitive and recreational. 

 
Your School Day 
The middle school day starts at 7:30 AM and ending with the last bus group being dismissed at 
approximately 2:55 PM.  There are ten periods every day.  The middle school operates on a six (6) day 
cycle.  Days 1, 3 and 5 will follow the odd day cycle and Days 2, 4 and 6 follow the even day cycle. 
 
Lunches 
The school operates on a closed lunch program.  Lunch periods are held with the first group beginning at 
10:31 AM.  While one group is eating in the cafeteria, the other students are in class or study hall.  
Students may carry their lunches or purchase the school lunch in the cafeteria.  Milk and/or juice may 
also be purchased by those students who desire to do so.   
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Grade 6 
Freeport Middle School 

 2017-2018 
 

6th Grade Course Requirements 
2017-2018 

     
Language Arts (Double Period)   
Mathematics (Double Period)   
Social Studies       
Science      
Special Area Period (Music, Health/PE, Library, Art )   
Keyboarding / Engineering & Design 6 (One Semester Each)   
 
Electives – Grade 6 
(Students choose electives.) 
 
Band  (all year)       
Chorus (all year) 
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SIXTH GRADE COURSES ~ SPECIFIC 
 
Language Arts 6 
The sixth grade English/Language Arts course provides a balance of reading, writing, language, speaking, 
and listening skills.  Students will master essential vocabulary, comprehension skills and strategies while 
reading from grade-level fiction and nonfiction text.  Students will progress through the writing process 
as they plan, draft, revise, edit, and publish narrative, argumentative, and expository writing. 
 
Pre-Algebra 6 
Students focus on formulating and reasoning about expressions and equations, including modeling an 
association in bi-variate data with a linear equation, and solving linear equations and systems of linear 
equations. They grasp the concept of a function and use functions to describe quantitative relationships. 
Students begin analyzing two- and three-dimensional space and figures using distance, angle, similarity, 
and congruence, and understanding and applying the Pythagorean Theorem. 

**Prerequisites:  Enrollment in Pre-Algebra 6 will be based on the student’s 5th grade PSSA 
score, 5th grade final math grade, math inventory score, and teacher recommendation. 

 
Math 6 
Sixth Grade General Math focuses on computing problems using addition, subtraction, multiplication, 
and division.  Students will apply the concepts of ratios and rates to solve real life problems. The 
students will have an understanding of division of fractions and extend the notion of numbers to the 
system of rational numbers, which includes negative numbers. They will calculate area, surface area, 
and volume of two dimensional and three dimensional geometric figures.  Students will write, interpret, 
and use expressions and equations as well as develop an understanding of statistical thinking. 
 
General Science 6 
This course is involved with exploring and considering topics including Life, Earth, Astronomy and Space, 
as well as Water and Atmospheric Science.  The topics which will be discussed are living things such as 
bacteria, fungi, animals, and plants.  Further area of study includes the earth’s surface and atmosphere 
combining weathering and soil, erosion and deposition.  Students will also have the opportunity to study 
the moon phases and weather.  Students will encounter basic hands-on projects and labs that solidify 
content. 
 
Social Studies 6 
In 6th grade, students will focus their studies on the ancient world.  The range of our study will include 
many ancient cultures and time periods of our world such as: Mesopotamia, Egypt, India, China, Greece, 
Rome, Medieval times, and the Renaissance.  Digging deeper than the surface, we will learn about each 
civilization’s history, religion, geography, economic endeavors, and modern day impact.   
 
Health and Physical Education 6 
Students are introduced to fitness concepts and lifetimes activities/skills that lay a foundation for overall 
health and wellness. Students will be engaged in hands on physical activities that promote cooperation, 
communication, and knowledge of the body systems. 
 
Art 6 
This course allows students to practice skills of creativity, problem solving, and purposeful expression 
while also recognizing and developing their use of the basic elements and principals of visual art and 
design.  Through a variety of teacher and student directed artistic challenges, students will deepen their 
understanding of the value of art as a constructive activity with clear connections to everyday life. 
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General Music 6 
In 6th grade General Music, students are involved in listening to, analyzing, composing and improving 
music.  These skills are taught through structured individual and group activities that include the use of 
music technology, movement, playing instruments, and singing. 
 
Library Research 6 
Twice a 6-day cycle, students in 6th grade attend library research class to gain information literacy skills.  
This course is a combination of literature appreciation, research skills, and technology related to the 
library.  Students will learn how to best use library resources to conduct research for personal reading 
and all school subjects.  This will include extensive use of print and online resources.  The basics of citing 
sources and using MLA guidelines will be reinforced throughout the school year.  It has been designed to 
meet the American Association of School Librarians Standards for the 21st Century Learner with PA Core 
alignment. 
 
Keyboarding 6 
The course will consist of keyboarding and will focus on mastery of the keyboard and touch-typing.  We 
will use the middle school version of Typing Pal, the same web-based keyboarding program that 
students have used in previous years.  Emphasis is placed on proper keyboarding techniques and on the 
development of speed and accuracy.  Typing pal consists of instruction on proper ergonomics, cartoon 
integrated practice exercises, engaging games, and assessments.  We will also discuss cyber bullying and 
internet safety.  
 
Engineering & Design 6 
In this course students will participate in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) lessons 
that incorporate problem solving, discovery, exploratory learning, and design challenges in an 
interdisciplinary and applied approach.  Students will learn the importance of critical thinking, 
communication, collaboration, and creativity while actively engaging in activities in order to find 
solutions.  This course will also help to raise awareness of STEM fields and occupations. 
 
SIXTH GRADE ELECTIVES 
 
Instrumental Music (Band) 
Band membership is open to interested students with previous instrumental training and the 
recommendation of their band director.  In addition to the regular rehearsal and performances, the 
students will receive small group or section lessons on a weekly basis.  This is a full year graded course. 
 
Vocal Music (Chorus) 
6th Grade Chorus is open to all students regardless of previous chorus experience. Students gain an 
understanding of singing technique including, but not limited to, posture, breath management, vocal 
production, diction, and care of the changing voice. They gain an understanding of ensemble skills and 
music literature from a variety of musical traditions. Students use these skills to prepare a wide variety 
of music for a Holiday and Spring Concert. In addition to the regular rehearsals, students have the 
opportunity to attend small group lessons and develop music-reading skills using solfege. This is a full 
year graded course. 
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Grade 7 
Freeport Middle School 

2017-2018 
 

7th Grade Course Requirements 
2017-2018 

 
English  
Mathematics 
Social Studies 
General Science 
Health / P.E. (both year-long courses/held every other day) 
Write & Read 
Technology Essentials 7/ Engineering and Design 7 
Music (Students not enrolled in Band or Chorus) – Year-long course held every other day   
 
Electives: Grade 7:  Non-10th Period Option    
Band  (all year)      
Chorus  (all year) 
 
Period 10 Electives are listed separately.      
            
If no Elective is chosen, students will have study halls. 
 
Electives will be placed in the student’s schedule only if his/her schedule permits. 
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SEVENTH GRADE COURSES ~ SPECIFIC 
 
General English 7 
Through an integrated study of literature, composition, grammar and vocabulary, seventh grade English 
is designed to encourage critical thinking skills and to enhance understanding of the writing process, 
usage skill and language. 
           
Advanced English 7 
In this course, reading and English classes will be working together collaboratively throughout the year, 
therefore advanced students will be required to take Advanced Reading as well as Advanced English.  
This class will expand critical thinking skills, apply study skills, and extend the students’ knowledge of 
grammar and usage skills, vocabulary, writing oral communications, and literature through an integrated 
approach.  Use of higher level thought processes and creativity are expected. 

**Prerequisites – please see page 15 
 
Write & Read 7 
The overall goal of the 7th grade writing and reading program is designed to expand the student’s 
reading and writing skills through the use of various forms of literature and follow up activities.  Various 
novels are used to teach the wide variety of reading skills necessary to be successful.  These skills are 
taught within the context of the stories read by the students.  Supplemental activities are utilized to 
reinforce these skills. 
 
The writing program is an integrated part of the reading program.  The various writing activities relate, 
either directly or indirectly, to the stories read.  The goal of the writing program is to improve the 
student’s ability to understand the various writing prompts and to respond to them in an appropriate 
manner. 

 
Advanced Reading/Writing 7 
The primary focus of the 7th grade Advanced Reading/Writing course is to help students expand their 
reading and writing skills through learning activities that emphasize the “interactive” nature of the 
reading process.  Instruction will utilize a variety of high quality literature and activities to challenge 
students to extend their demonstrated proficiency in reading and writing through genre studies, 
independent exploration of meaningful contexts, and diverse responses to literature.  Students should 
be self-motivated and able to work effectively in a variety of learning situations (i.e. self-directed 
activities, whole class, small groups, partners, etc.). 
 **Prerequisites – please see page 15 
 
General Science 7 
This course is involved with examining and studying a variety of topics in Life, Earth and Physical Science.  
The topics which will be discussed are safety in the classroom and laboratory, the scientific method, 
sound and light, energy forms, geologic forces which change the surface features of the earth, weather, 
and basic chemistry.  

  
Social Studies 7 
Social Studies in 7th grade is World Geography, which includes an introduction to the basics of geography 
an in-depth study of The Americas and a look at Southwest and Central Asia.  In addition to our focus on 
geography, this class incorporates all elements of social studies, including the history and culture of the 
places we study, discussion on events, lessons on important dates/events in American history, and much 
more. 
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Math 7 
Students focus on developing an understanding of and applying proportional relationships and 
developing and understanding of operations with rational numbers and working with expressions and 
linear equations. They solve problems involving scale drawings and informal geometric constructions, 
and work with two- and three-dimensional shapes to solve problems involving area, surface area, and 
volume. Students draw inferences about populations based on samples. 
  
Pre- Algebra 7  
Students focus on formulating and reasoning about expressions and equations, including modeling an 
association in bi-variate data with a linear equation, and solving linear equations and systems of linear 
equations. They grasp the concept of a function and use functions to describe quantitative relationships. 
Students begin analyzing two- and three-dimensional space and figures using distance, angle, similarity, 
and congruence, and understanding and applying the Pythagorean Theorem 

**Prerequisites – please see page 15 
 

 Algebra I – 7  
Students are expected to formalize and expand on Algebraic concepts established in previous 
coursework.  They will deepen and extend their understanding of linear and exponential relationships by 
contrasting them with each other and by applying linear models to data that exhibit a linear 
trend.  Students will engage in methods for analyzing, and using functions. They will fluently move 
between multiple representations of functions including but not limited to linear, exponential and 
quadratics.  All students enrolled in Algebra I will be required to take and pass the Keystone Algebra 
Exam as part of their high school graduation requirement. 
  **Prerequisites – please see page 15 
 
Physical Education 7 
This course teaches students the importance of physical fitness, good sportsmanship, social skills and a 
commitment to lifetime activity.  These skills are taught through organized activities including individual 
and team sports, calisthenics, and lifetime sports. 
          
Health 7 
This course focuses on the physical, emotional, and social development of the human body as well as 
the body systems and functions.  Topics covered in this course are safety, drugs, personal hygiene, and 
the prevention of communicable diseases such as HIV and AIDS.  In addition, this course emphasizes 
physical fitness and how it relates to good health.  All materials are presented as they relate to the 
interest and needs of all individuals.    
 
Technology Essentials 7 
During this semester course, students will focus on basic computer skills and responsible computer use.  
Students will develop a basic understanding of Internet safety, ethical computer use, keyboarding 
review, opening and closing software files, accessing and saving to the school server, copying and 
pasting files or text, copyright laws, and searching the Internet.  This course will cover basic and 
intermediate skills and shortcuts using, but not limited to Microsoft Office.  Beginner word and publisher 
activities will be completed.  It will teach students how to become a responsible digital citizen.  This is a 
block scheduling class that you will have all year every other day. 
 
Engineering & Design 7 
Building upon the skills introduced in Engineering & Design 6, students will continue to learn the 
importance of the 4 C’s – critical thinking, communication, collaboration, and creativity.  Students will be 
immersed in a learning environment where they will work together to brainstorm and find solutions to 
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21st century design challenges.  Students will continue to be exposed to various STEM fields and 
occupations. 
 
General Music 7 
Students who are not in chorus or band will be required to take General Music 7.  Students will gain an 
understanding and appreciation of various styles of music through music technology, guitar playing, 
world drumming, and written work.  Homework is given and graded on a periodic basis.  Students will 
use their understanding of music to compose, improvise, read, research, and notate music in class as 
well as using computer software.   Students will create a digital presentation covering a music history 
era or artist and do in-depth research of a specific country’s music culture.  
               
PSSA Tutoring 
This course is designed to provide 7thand 8thgrade students with PSSA tutoring as well as help with their 
regular math content.  Students will be taught important skills from topics such as:  numbers and 
operations, measurement, data analysis and probability, geometry, and algebraic concepts.   
 
 
 
SEVENTH GRADE ELECTIVES – Not a 10th Period Option 
Instrumental Music 7 (Band) 
Band membership is open to interested students with previous instrumental training and the 
recommendation of their band director.  In addition to the regular rehearsals and performances, the 
students will receive small group lessons on a weekly basis.  This is a full year graded course. 

       
Vocal Music 7 (Chorus) 
Seventh grade chorus provides an opportunity for students to develop sight-reading skills and begin to 
develop sound and vocal techniques to maintain good singing and a healthy voice.  The students then 
use these skills to prepare a wide variety of music for the Christmas and Spring Concerts.  This is a 
graded course. 

  
Study Hall 
Students who choose not to take an elective will be given study halls - one period of their day.  The 
student will have the same study hall all year long.  Students are expected to be quiet and are 
encouraged to do their homework, read, or go to the library for research.  Study halls are held in the 
cafeteria, auditorium, or an empty classroom.  Study Halls may be used by the district for core subject 
remediation on an individual basis. 
 
Challenge 
Challenge class provides an opportunity for students with a GIEP to further develop creative and critical 
thinking skills by participating in individual and small group problem solving activities.  Students will 
work to solve a variety of problems involving but not limited to mathematics, science, logic, language 
arts, journalism, and technology.  Challenge class meets twice a week through scheduled class time, and 
is non-graded. 

 
 
10th Period Elective Options can be found beginning on page 19. 
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CRITERIA FOR ADMITTANCE INTO ADVANCED COURSES 7 
 
Students must meet the appropriate assessment and recommendation criteria to be placed in 
any advanced course.  The placement criteria for Advanced English, Advanced Reading, and 
Transition Math are listed below.  If you have any concerns or questions about your child’s future 
placement, please contact their 6th grade teacher prior to the end of the school year. 
 
Advanced English 7 and Advanced Reading/Writing 7 
 
 Advanced score on the PSSA English Language Arts Exam 
 93% average or better in 6th grade English Language Arts classes 
 Writing sample minimum score of 18 out of 20 on the writing sample rubric (done in 6th 

grade)  
 Recommendation from 6th grade English Language Arts teacher 
 Completion of a Summer Reading Program – 2 books read from a teacher approved list 

 
*** Students who meet 3 of the 4 criteria and opt to take the advanced track in Language Arts 
must take both the Advanced English 7 and Advanced Reading/Writing 7 classes. 
 
*** Required summer reading – Students enrolled in the Advanced English and Advanced 
Reading/Writing classes must read two books over the summer.  The book titles will be 
announced at a later date. 
 
Pre-Algebra 7 
Enrollment in Pre-Algebra in 7th grade is based on the following criteria (must obtain 3 of the 4): 
 
 A final/overall average of 93% or better in 6th grade math 
 A 70th percentile score or higher on the Iowa Algebra Aptitude Test 
 Advanced score on the most recent PSSA math assessment 
 Recommendation from 6th grade Math teacher 

 
Algebra I 
Enrollment in Algebra I in 7th or 8th grade is based on the following criteria: 
 
 Completion of Pre-Algebra in the prior year 
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Grade 8 
Freeport Middle School 

2017-2018 
 

8th Grade Course Requirements 
2017-2018 

 
English  
Mathematics 
Social Studies 
General Science 
Communications 
Computer Concepts / Physical Education (both year-long courses held every other day)   
Engineering Design 8 / Art (both year-long courses held every other day) 
  
Electives: Grade 8:  Non-10th Period Option  
Band  (all year)      
Chorus  (all year) 
Jacket Pride News 
 
Period 10 Electives are listed separately.     
 
If no Elective is chosen, students will have study halls. 
 
Electives will be placed in the student’s schedule only if their schedule permits.  Non-graded 
courses are added to the student’s schedule at the lowest priority. 
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EIGHTH GRADE COURSES ~ SPECIFIC 
 
General English 8 
English 8 reinforces and builds on literature, composition, and language skills learned in English 7 
through an integrated approach.  Literature study includes the five major genres: short story, novel, 
nonfiction, drama, and poetry.  Using the process approach to writing, students will write compositions 
in the narrative, expository and argumentative modes.  Language skills include regular vocabulary study 
and a review of basic grammar, punctuation, and sentence structure. 
 
Advanced English 8 
The emphasis of the Advanced English 8 class is to employ critical thinking while exploring units in 
literature, composition, and language skills. The literature is presented by genre: short story, novel, 
nonfiction, drama, and poetry.  Composition is an integral part of the literature program.  Additionally, 
students will write narrative, expository, and persuasive essays, as well as research-based essays and 
creative compositions.  Language skills, including vocabulary, style, and conventions, are practiced in 
writing and speaking.  A supplementary summer reading program complements the regular program. 
 *Prerequisite: Successful completion of Advanced English 7 

Completion of the summer reading program (students must read two books 
from a teacher-selected list) 

 
Social Studies 8 
Eighth grade social studies will focus on early United States History from English colonization of North 
America to the Western American Indian Wars, roughly 1700-1890.  This survey in United States History 
will cover a variety of topics essential to the formation of the United States and the history of our young 
nation.  Historical content will include English colonization, the American Revolution, the Constitution, 
the early presidents, the Age of Jackson, Westward Expansion, 19th century reform movements and 
transformation, the Civil War, Reconstruction, and the Western American Indian Wars. 
 
On a basic level, students will deepen their knowledge of the important people and events that shaped 
our early history.  More importantly, students will be studying these topics along political, economic, 
social, cultural, and geographic themes.  By studying content along these themes, students will look at 
our history in an engaging and critical way that provides an opportunity for a multi-faceted 
understanding of the accomplishments, struggles, and tragedies involved in our nation’s history. 
 
Communications 8 
The goal of the Communications class is to prepare students to participate in society as literate citizens 
equipped with the ability to communicate effectively in school, in their community, in post-secondary 
education, and ultimately in the workplace.  The students will receive instruction and opportunities to 
develop speaking, writing, reading, and listening skills.  Students will enhance their ability to make full 
and effective use of these communication skills, providing a foundation for their future educational, 
occupational, and personal endeavors.    
 
General Science 8 
This course is designed to introduce the student to the world of science and technology in their 
everyday lives, emphasizing the use of scientific thinking.  Eighth grade science includes a background in 
the fields of chemistry, ecology, physics, electricity, simple machines, and petroleum.  This will lead into 
the study of the effect of drugs and alcohol on the equilibrium as well as human body systems. 
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Physical Education 8 
This course teaches students the importance of physical fitness, good sportsmanship, social skills, and a 
commitment to lifetime activity.  These skills are taught through organized activities including individual 
and team sports, calisthenics, and lifetime sports.  This is a year-long class that will be held every other 
day. 
 
Computer Concepts 8 
Students will develop a working knowledge of Office 2013 (Advanced Word, Advanced PowerPoint, 
Advanced Publisher, Excel, Movie Maker) and Windows 2010.  Focus will also be directed to correct 
Internet usage, searching strategies, and website authority.  This is a semester course consisting of two 
consecutive nine-week sessions.   This is a year-long class that you will have all year every other day. 
 
Pre-Algebra 8 
Students focus on formulating and reasoning about expressions and equations, including modeling an 
association in bi-variate data with a linear equation, and solving linear equations and systems of linear 
equations. They grasp the concept of a function and use functions to describe quantitative relationships. 
Students begin analyzing two- and three-dimensional space and figures using distance, angle, similarity, 
and congruence, and understanding and applying the Pythagorean Theorem. 
 
Algebra  I – 8  
Students are expected to formalize and expand on Algebraic concepts established in previous 
coursework.  They will deepen and extend their understanding of linear and exponential relationships by 
contrasting them with each other and by applying linear models to data that exhibit a linear 
trend.  Students will engage in methods for analyzing, and using functions. They will fluently move 
between multiple representations of functions including but not limited to linear, exponential and 
quadratics.  All students enrolled in Algebra I will be required to take and pass the Keystone Algebra 
Exam as part of their high school graduation requirement. 

 **Prerequisites – please see page 15 
 
Geometry 8 
Students will formalize, deepen and extend their geometric and algebraic experiences. They will 
continue their work with similarity and congruence. Students explore more complex geometric 
concepts, and relationships, including: formal mathematical arguments, transformations, the coordinate 
system, right triangle trigonometry, circles and probability. 

**Prerequisites- successful completion of Algebra 1 
  
Art 8 
Eighth grade art is designed to give students an opportunity to develop skills in a variety of art media 
specifically focusing on:  drawing, painting, photography, and three-dimensional design.  This course 
emphasizes creative thinking, problem solving, and time management.  Students are graded on their 
effort, not on their artistic ability. 
 
Engineering and Design 8 
Exploring Industrial Technology is a required, graded course.  Students will participate in hands-on 
engineering and design activities to learn about the inputs, processes, outputs, and impacts of 
technology.  Problem solving challenges include products and experiences in manufacturing, 
communication, transportation, and construction.  
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PSSA Tutoring 
This course is designed to provide 7thand 8thgrade students with PSSA tutoring as well as help with their 
regular math content.  Students will be taught important skills from topics such as:  numbers and 
operations, measurement, data analysis and probability, geometry, and algebraic concepts.   
 
 
 
EIGHTH GRADE ELECTIVES – Not a 10th Period Option 
Instrumental Music (Band) 8 
Membership is open to interested students with previous instrumental training and the 
recommendation of their band director.  There will be regular rehearsals and performances.  The 
students will receive additional lessons weekly.  This is a graded course. 
 
Vocal Music (Chorus) 8 
Eighth grade chorus provides an opportunity for students to develop sight reading skills and begin to 
develop proper vocal technique to maintain good singing and a healthy voice.  The students then use 
these skills to prepare a wide variety of music for a Winter and a Spring concert.  This is a graded course. 
 
TV Media (Jacket Pride News) 8 
The middle school students will produce a daily news program.  A maximum of twelve 8th grade students 
will be accepted per nine weeks.  Each group will meet every day of the week for one nine week period.  
This class will encompass facets of news production including newsgathering, writing, studio 
management, performing, public speaking, taping and broadcasting.  This is a non-graded course and 
will be scheduled as a low priority. 
 
Challenge 
Challenge class provides an opportunity for students with a GIEP to further develop creative and critical 
thinking skills by participating in individual and small group problem solving activities.  Students will 
work to solve a variety of problems involving but not limited to mathematics, science, logic, language 
arts, journalism, and technology.  Challenge class meets twice a week through scheduled class time.   

 
 

************************************************************************************* 
 

 

ELECTIVES – 10th PERIOD OPTION 
 
French I  (Pre-requisite to French II) 
Teacher:  Ms. Chounet     Available for 8th Graders Only 
Length:  Year Long     Graded:  A through F grade scale  
French I is a year-long introductory course designed for the student interested in developing the skills of 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing in French.  Students will use the language in conversation and in 
short dialogues.  Basic vocabulary and basic survival phrases are learned.  Basic grammar is stressed in 
the context of correct pronunciation.  Class participation and written assignments make-up a large 
portion of the student’s grade.   
 
Additionally, French I provides students with the opportunity for learning about French cultural topics 
such as cuisine, family life, celebrations, school, sports, and more.  French I prepares students for the 
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second level which is offered at the high school.  This year long course will meet daily and will be 
graded on a percent scale. 
Spanish I (Pre-requisite to Spanish II) 
Teacher:  Mrs. Lincoln     Available for 8th Graders Only 
Length:  Year Long     Graded:  A through F grade scale 
Spanish I is a year-long introductory course in which the student is made aware of the importance of 
speaking the language and understanding the culture of the Spanish-speaking world.  With about 37 
million Spanish speaking people in the United States, the need to speak Spanish and to understand the 
culture has become very apparent. 
 
Basic vocabulary and basic survival phrases are learned.  Basic grammar is stressed in the context of 
correct pronunciation.  Blended in with the pronunciation and grammar is a cultural exposure to the 
Hispanic countries.  The skills of listening, reading, writing, and speaking are developed.  Class 
participation and written assignments make up a large portion of the student’s grade.   Spanish I 
prepares students for the second level which is offered at the high school.   This year long course will 
meet daily and will be graded on a percent scale. 
 
************ 
 
 
 
 
Cinema and Social Studies 
Teacher – Mr. Crowell     Available for 7th or 8th Graders 
Length – Quarter Year     Grades:  Pass/Fail 
Cinema and Social Studies will seek and make connections between social studies and popular movies.  
Students will analyze the historical and social connections that can be found in Star Wars and the 
Hunger Games.  Students will also complete an in-class project in which they analyze a movie of their 
choosing and how it connects to social studies.  The grade relies on class discussions, in-class movie 
discussions, and in-class projects to deliver content. 
 
Competitive Edge 
Teacher – Mr. Yard     Available for 7th or 8th Graders 
Length – Quarter Year     Graded:  Pass/Fail 
It’s all about the competition!  This class will put you in a variety of competitive situations using a wide 
range of activities.  You will be tested every day to see how well you can handle a competitive situation.  
Some of the activities will be, but not limited to:  basketball, football, hockey, golf, core challenges and 
cardio work.   
 
Concert Tour Desktop Publisher 
Teacher – Mrs. Mitchell     Available for 7th or 8th Graders 
Length – Quarter Year     Graded:  Pass/Fail 
A DTP Simulation That Will Literally Get Your Students Rockin'! 
Students use their desktop publishing skills to set themselves on a national concert tour. 
Course Description: Concert Tour is an exciting simulation, in which students get to take their desktop 
publishing skills on stage as they create and design a series of documents for their own concert tour 
band.  
 
Students develop their own band name, logo, and a variety of creative documents that they will need to 
market and promote their band. From concert T-shirts and event posters to CD covers and promotional 
Frisbees, your students will be fully engaged in honing their creativity and design skills. 
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Current Events:  News, Views and Issues 
Teacher:  Mr. Palmiter     Available for 7th or 8th Graders 
Length:  Quarter Year     Graded:  Pass/Fail 
The world’s biggest problems of tomorrow will be solved by the students of today.  To accomplish this, 
students will need to first learn about our biggest challenges, analyze their causes, and debate their 
solutions.  Today’s technology and media provide us with an amazing amount of information to help us 
accomplish this, but it can be overwhelming if we don’t learn how to digest the news and information 
we see in print, on television and online.  In this student-driven course, students will be expected to: 

- Become critical consumers of the news in print, on television and online. 
- Investigate current issues and challenges facing the world 
- Discuss, debate, and write about their points of view on political and world events 
- Develop and propose solutions to real-world problems. 
- Take ownership of the learning and problem-solving process 

Earth and Sky 
Teacher:  Mr. Caruso     Available for 7th or 8th Graders 
Length:  Quarter Year     Graded:  Pass/Fail 
The purpose of the class is to identify relationships between the earth and the surrounding galaxy.  Units 
covered include the following: 

- Natural Disasters – causes and most destructive 
- Soil and water – examination or water quality and soil types around the planet 
- Solar system – heavenly bodies including meteors/meteorites/meteoroids, comets, 

asteroids, planets and other moons 
- Galaxy – other solar systems and galaxies, planets in other parts of our galaxy. 

JPN10 
Teacher:  Mr. Schell     Available for 7th or 8th Graders (limit 6 students) 
Length:  Quarterly     Graded:  Pass/Fail 
The JPN10 (Jacket Pride News-  Elective 10th period) will serve to create additional spots for the JPN 
show, serve as editors and emergency production for JPN, create special segments for broadcast during 
Advisory Group times, and other special announcements or miscellaneous video projects.  Students 
have a similar experience to the regular JPN class.  JPN10 will be limited to six students and may include 
7th graders. 
 
Newsletter 
Teacher:  Mrs. Youkers     Available for 7th or 8th Graders 
Length:  Quarter Year     Graded:  Pass/Fail 
The goal of this course is to acquire the skills needed to produce the school newspaper.  Students 
practice writing news and sports, editorials, interview features, and other items appropriate for a school 
publication.  They also learn about proofreading, word processing, making layouts, and the use of 
student artwork for graphic interest. 
 
Reading Competition 
Teacher:  Mr. Cartiff     Available for 7th or 8th Graders 
Length:  1st Semester only 
This student driven elective will focus on preparing for the Westmoreland County Interscholastic 
Reading Competition (W.I.R.C.) that takes place every spring at Seton Hill University in Greensburg.  
Students will read and prepare questions from a list of forty books.  Students need to read at least five 
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books from the list to attend.  They will also practice and learn about the schedule and strategies of the 
competition itself.  Teams of students have the opportunity to compete to see who can correctly answer 
questions about books they have read.  Over 50 middle school teams participate during the three 
rounds of questions.   
 
Robotics 
Teacher:  Mr. Dempster     Available for 7th or 8th Graders 
Length:  Semester (Half Year)    Graded:  Pass/Fail 
In this course, students will learn robotic concepts, including hardware and software applications using 
LEGO NXT and EV3 hardware and programming with the LEGO Mindstorm software. 
In the fall semester, the students’ work will be focused around the FIRST Lego League competition held 
in January or February.  Scrimmages and the championship competitions are held on Saturdays.  
Students will build and program robots that will need to accomplish specific tasks based on the 
competition theme. 
 
During the spring semester, students will concentrate on the May Madness robotics competition held 
annually at the Sarah Heinz House in Pittsburgh on a Saturday during May, and the Fluid Power 
Challenge, a problem solving competition involving modeling and operating a fluid powered robotic arm. 
Additionally, students in both semesters will compete virtually with local schools through the internet 
using applications such as Skype. 
 
Sports Medicine Introduction 
Teacher – Mr. Siegel     Available for 7th or 8th Graders 
Length – 2nd Semester only    Graded:  Pass/Fail 
The Introduction to Sports Medicine/Sports Lab is a one semester course designed for students who are 
interested in fields such as athletic training, physical therapy, medicine, nursing, fitness, nutrition, EMT, 
and other sports medicine related fields.  It is offered as a classroom and lab to provide students with an 
opportunity to explore these fields of study.  The course focuses on the basic information and skills 
important in the recognition of care, prevention, and preliminary rehabilitation of athletic injuries.  The 
course includes hands-on application and discussion of a variety of sports-related injuries. 
 
Sports and Social Studies 
Teacher – Mr. Crowell     Available for 7th or 8th Graders 
Length – Quarter Year     Graded:  Pass/Fail   
Sports and Social Studies will explore the connections that exist between social studies and sports.  
Throughout history, sports have regularly reflected society and in some cases played an active role in 
shaping it.  Some topics that we will look at will involve the 1936 Olympics, Olympic Hockey and the Cold 
War, and how sports can unite and divide cultures.  Students will also complete a class project in which 
they analyze a sporting event and how it is related to social studies.  The grade relies on class 
discussions, in-class movie discussions, and in-class projects to deliver content. 
 
Stock Market Game 
Teacher:  Mr. Thompson    Available for 8th Graders Only 
Length:  Quarter Year     Graded:  Pass/Fail 
Students will invest “money” in real companies of their choice, watching their fortuned rise or fall with 
the actual market.  Students will compete against each other as they manage portfolios of stocks, 
mutual funds and bonds.  They will have to strategize and speculate on risk vs. reward while 
investigating the history and function of the stock market in our economy.  In this quarterly class, 
students will learn basic economic and financial skills. 
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Studio Art 
Teacher:  Mrs. Jeffers     Available for 7th Graders Only 
Length:  Quarter Year     Graded:  Pass/Fail 
This 9-week course will allow students to explore various projects intended to enhance their visual skills 
and drawing abilities. Students’ observational skills are developed through the Elements and Principles 
of art. This course will allow for the exploration of subjects such as still-life, landscape, and the human 
form as well as through the creation of original pieces. Students are encouraged to develop an 
expressive style and explore their own creativity.  Students will use a variety of art media to create a 
portfolio for the course, which will be turned in two times during the 9-week period for evaluation in a 
checklist format. 
 
Yoga 
Teacher:  Ms. Rooney     Available for 7th or 8th Graders 
Length:  Quarter Year (2 quarters only)   Graded:  Pass/Fail 
Take a break from classes with yoga.  In this elective, you will learn basic yoga principles as well as gain 
strength, flexibility and balance.  You have the opportunity to awaken the body, still the mind and 
connect with yourself. 
 
Cross Fit 
Teacher:  Ms. Rooney     Available for 7th or 8th Graders 
Length:  Quarter Year (2 quarters only)   Graded:  Pass/Fail 
This elective is a strength and conditioning program that is suitable for all levels of fitness.  Cross fit 
incorporates high intensity interval training, muscular strength and endurance, gymnastics, calisthenics 
and more. 
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GRADING INFORMATION 
 
Grades are used to represent how well a person has mastered, or has not mastered, the materials in a 
course.  It should be remembered that the grade itself is not as important as the acquiring of usable and 
workable knowledge it represents. 
 
 A - 91 - 100%  indicates superior attainment 
 B - 81 -   90  indicates attainment above average 
 C - 70 -   80  indicates average attainment 
 D - 60 -   69  indicates the lowest passing grade 
 F -   0 -   59  indicates failing work 
 I      indicates Incomplete work 

 
An incomplete grade may be given by the teacher when a student fails to complete the required work in 
a nine week period.  An “I” grade received by a student must be removed within the time specified by 
the office.  If the “I” is not removed within the stated time, it will be changed to an “F”. 
 
To remove an “I” grade, a student must make certain that they* take the initiative to make up the work 
missed.  Students should not expect the teacher to constantly remind them. 

 
 
*When you have missed school, get your assignments from your teachers immediately upon your 

return.  Students are also encouraged to call friends and ask for assignments when missing school a day 
or two at a time.  Due to the differences between elementary and middle school class size, only on the 
morning of the third consecutive day of an absence can the middle school be contacted for assignments 
and books at parent’s request.  Parents must call the office before 8:30 AM of the third consecutive day 
in order to have books and assignments collected by the end of that day.  If you know you will be out 
for an extended period of time, please call the Guidance Counselor and arrangements may be made. 
 
 
Adding and Dropping Electives  
Students who take Instrumental Music (Band) or Vocal Music (Chorus) as electives CANNOT drop the 
course after the midway point of the first nine weeks.  If the student, with parental consent, insists upon 
dropping the course they will receive a failing grade for the year.  Exceptions will be determined ONLY 
by the principal. 
 
Progress Reports/PowerSchool 
Progress reports will not be mailed to students but student’s grades will be available through the Parent 
Portal on PowerSchool.   Parents are expected to review grades with their child and discuss a plan of 
action for improvement, if needed.   The main purpose of the Parent Portal in PowerSchool is to keep 
parents up-to-date on their child’s academic performance. 
 
Failure or Retention 
In sixth grade, if a student fails more than one major subject, the student must attend summer school to 
remove the deficiency or they will repeat grade 6. 
 
In seventh grade, if a student fails more than one major subject, the student must attend summer 
school to remove the deficiency or they will repeat grade 7. 
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In eighth grade, if a student fails more than one major subject, the student must attend summer school 
to remove the deficiency or they will not be promoted to grade 9.  A failure in 8th grade Mathematics 
will result in the student having to repeat the course. 
 
Secondary Instructional Support   
Secondary Instructional Support (S.I.S.) is an extension of the already successful elementary support 
program, IST.  Each program helps students to improve academically. 
 
The premise of this program is to help students reach their full learning potential by developing skills 
they will need to work more successfully in school and in adult life.  A request for assistance in 
developing these skills can be made by an administrator, a classroom teacher, a parent or the student.  
Once this request is received, a faculty team will work with the classroom teacher, parents, and student 
to develop techniques and adaptations for improved learning in all the student’s classes.  These 
techniques and adaptations will be monitored and revised, if necessary, to determine if the student is 
learning and achieving success. 
 
Freeport Area Care Team 
The members of the Freeport Area Care Team (F.A.C.T.) serve as an assessment and referral system to 
support students whose problems interfere with their education.  Parents, staff, or the students 
themselves may make referrals.  F.A.C.T. reviews information gathered through observations and 
interviews, offers direct support, or refers the student and/or parent to an outside agency if necessary. 
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GETTING HELP AT THE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 
Whom To See. . . .   About . . .  
 
Advisor/Subject Teacher Difficulty with school work, lack of understanding, 

make-up work, and how to study 
 
1st Period Teacher/Office Attendance, school rules, regulations, procedures 

and locker assignments 
 
Librarian Using library tools and resources for independent 

study, finding reading materials to supplement 
classroom work 

 
Counselor Scheduling, testing, academic problems, career 

planning, improving study habits, crisis 
management, and a student or parent’s individual 
concerns 

 
Office/Principal Requests for early dismissal, pre-approval for 

extended absences, tardiness to school and/or 
class, and serious problems affecting school 
routine 

 
Nurse/Health Suite Health information and problems, illness or injury 

during school time, physical exams for sports, 
vision and hearing, height and weight checks, 
scoliosis screening, etc.    
NOT FOR DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT!! 

 
 
~~No student or parent needs to face a problem alone.  The staff of your middle 
school welcomes the chance to help you.   There are the classroom teachers who 
are interested in each student as an individual.  They, in turn, are supported by 
those mentioned above whose purpose is to make sure each pupil receives all the 
assistance he or she may need. ~~ 
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Our Administration 
 
Central Office 
 
Ian M. Magness     Superintendent 
Larry P.  Robb      Program Director 
Ryan M. Manzer     Business Manager 
 
 
School Board 
 
Daniel P. Lucovich    President 
Barbara Toy-Gaydos    First Vice President 
Frank C. Prazenica, Jr.    Second Vice President 
Michael J. Huth    Treasurer 
Mary Dobransky    Board Secretary 
Melanie Bollinger 
Frank J. Borrelli 
Christine Davies      
William B. Gaiser 
John A. Marty 
 
 
 
Freeport Area Middle School 
 
Donald Dell, Principal 
Alison Dorogi, Counselor 
Cynthia Weltner, Secretary 
 
 
Other Administrators 
 
Richard Burns   Special Services Coordinator  
Ronald Grove   Technology Coordinator 
Michael Kleckner  Principal, High School 
Jeffrey Lesko   Principal, South Buffalo Elementary 
Eric Mailki   Maintenance Supervisor 
Steven Poleski   Principal, Buffalo Elementary 
Patrick Scott   Assistant Principal, High School 
Shawn Stivenson  Athletic Director / School and Student Events Coordinator 
 


